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At the April meeting, Mrs & Mrs. A. S. Gowan took us, via osmera,
on a most interesting visit to Japen, We enjoyed every bit of it
and especially the camments on the custams of the Japanese pecple.
One thing that impressed us was the informatica that in Japen the
houses were numbered according to when they were built, number 1
house being the first built in a perticuler aresy, while house nume
ber 2 might be several blocks awaye Again , house number 2¢00
conld be standing directly next to house numbder 1, etc. etc. Just
imugins the confusion in trying to locate any cortain address,
Bofors ths meeting started, most of us were sitting around meaning
aboms how hard we had worked during the day, everyoms figuring
they worked harder than anyone else, but after secing Mrs.Gowan's
slidee showing Japanese women carrying concrete with which to
build Mouscs, and the men buckets of water all day long
up the nidoe of very steep hills, to irrigate their gardens, we
all folt better and the next day probably saw more work done by
our members thah ever before in the history of gardening,
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At a short business meeting, the coming iris show was discussed.
Mrs. Elsie Peterson, regional A.I.S. vice president, suggested
the T.C.I.S, provide the iris show judges with luncheon follawing
the completion of the judging as is dono in other areas. This was
agreed upon.

At o mooting of the Board, held after the regular meeting, it was
decided to continue the awards to the 4H clubs in both Hennepin
and Ramsey counties and also to the 4K iris exhibit during the
Minn, State Feir. (I'm not very familiar with this project but
understand it has to do with the use of iris in landscaping.)

The swards, in the form of iris rhizomes, total around $15,00

In appreciation of his offorts in bohalf of the Twin City Iris
Society, the Board unanimously elected lMr. Jos. Patzke of Saint
Paul to en Honorary Hembership.

Algo discussed at this meeting was the necessity of en amendent
to the charter, making the editor of the News and Views an efficer
of' the Society.
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Report frem cur Fereign Correspondent

Included in the standard equipment ef a kilted Scotemen, are
three knives and cne fork. (end of report)
(Editer's note) As it is pessidle to got a bad oese of inscmmia
thinking about the abeve statement, we have brought it up now as
it is a well known fact that irisarians domt slecp at this time
of the year anyway what with the iris show and seedlings in bud
etce.
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"Against a foe I can myself defend,w
But hoaven protect me from a blundering friead"

D'Arcy W, Thompson
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Our show chairmdn, Mr Barl ¥affett, informs 4 that he will ask mést ovefyene jo
help in some way to set up the show. Actuall§ itd more fun than works (e Hea#
that last year it took five men tb carpy-sach milk bottls, and eight men to héld
open the door wHile one of them carried in the tabless) HKr. laffett was Dahlia
show chairman last year and 4f that was an example &f what he can doj we will have
on outstanding iris’ show this year. It will be at the HMinneapolis Savings and Loan
Association building, Marquette Ave, et Eighth Sti in Minneapolis on either June
S5th and 6th or Juns 12th and 13th, As soon as the dete is dofinite overyone will
be notified and & shyw program mailed té them,
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There will be throe major awards in the show again this year; the Hinneapolis Save
ing and Loan Ass'™ "Queen of the Show" c\lp plus two "Princess of the Show" trophies.
£s thore are three horticultural classes nemely the Open or commercial cleas.w- the
Advanced amateur class,.= and the Novice amhteur class; the Queen of the Shuw cup
will go to a spdoidar from one clazs as being the best irls in the show. The Brine
cess trophies will be awarded to the best irds ‘specimens in cach of the ctaer two
classes; 80 actiually thero will be a mé or'ﬁnrd_ for each of the throec classoa.
The Princess trophies may be eithe# a of a Vase, the winner to indicatec his or
her choice. :

T E R EERE

Sotte totms used sh desériblng now iris intreductiens

One new black irid i3 doscribed ds bedrg, "woll preefled". seewee Ancther blue~
black is referred to as being "saturated with {nk", e<wse— There is & "transe mne
dano" beauty listed= 0Oh, boy! Several new iris are desorited as having
“florets" instead of the conventiehal flowers. Our dictionary seys a floret is a
small flower or one of mary tightly crowded smell blossoms, (They prodbably know
though) =ema-w0ne grewor “isted one especially for hybridizing then remarks that
it hasn't been knowa to have set seed yot. Yipelll w~ew=ewinothaor says his dofies
description and then proscseds %o do just that in about 150 werdss=—-—--0ne new gem
is really remarkabdle beceuss it "inoreases well, end it produces fins rhirzomes
which do not muitiply excecsively~' 2??  mmw==-A wiite iris "will produce seed
only if pollenizod by a ccrgeriel mate™ tsk, tskl ~—=-=- Hore's ancthor one unat
"throatens to dsliquesce into e mist before cnes very eyes" I studied the plcture
of this one very carefully and I believe it might at thate wewe—eina hew abouc
this descripticn,. "it hag the complexion of a copiously frosted Jemon pic'e (how
trus) ewe-me Oz an oldey variety there appeare this commen%, "A rish elcquent,
blue bicolor." Webster wars Jalines cloquent as having cr oxercising the pawor of
flvent speech. (Tnis expiein: tho etrange noises heard in the gardon lesc summer)
we==-=(Ono ardent hybridisy gives this peculiar description,~ "fluted and revsiute®
Revolute meene ticked or roiled under.(He is obvicusly being henest in an eloguent,
copiously transemandane way)s
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Smappy Stuff

Try to take a few color pictures this year if pessible, For 35MM slides the follow-
Ang lens openings ere highly recommended: £/8 at 1/50 of e second; f£/11 at 1/25th
of a socend; if yow use a tripod so that the camera can be held steady, £/16 et
9th of a second is even better. These aro for use on bright days.
* ¥ ¥ &t % %%

Legal Depte

In the days of the homestead law a prospective settler sought out a lawyer friend
and asked him to cxplain the law and its operations.

"I dont know the oxact text of the lew," said his friend, "but I cen give you the
drift of it, Tho Government is willing to bet you 160 acres of land against your
$14. that you cen't live on it five years without starving to death.,"
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Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 20th, at Rutherfords Garden
Store, 4995 Excelsior Blvd. Minneepolis.The meeting will get under way at 8:00
FPM, and the subject under discussion will be the preparation of iris for the
show, Pointers for selecting suitable stalke will be given by some of our more
successful exhibitors and we undorstand that Mr, Gus Sindt will repeat his very
capable demonstration of the right and wrong ways to tramsport your blossoms to
the show. Someons will also give some tips to flower arrangers as well. The rest
of the evening wiall be more or less of an informal nature. As usual our very
competent hospitality committes will serve coffes and cake, Our May moecting has
always been one of the most enjoyable of the year so dont miss it. We'll bo look=

for you.
* * 8 KTk F D

A few show tips

The best time to cut your specimen stalks is the night before the show. Choose
freshly opened blossoms and of course the more blossoms on the stalk, the bot-
ter its chance of winning, You should label your stalks as you ocut them to be
sure you dont get mixed up, The stalk should be in proportion to the size of
flowers end scmetimss you will find it necessary to cut the stalk off close to
the ground. In any event it is better to have your stalks as long as possible,
you cen always shorten it if the need to do so arises, In collections it is of
coursebetter that all the stalks in each individual group be of uniform height,
but it does not have to be so., If you have an iris thet is not quits open emough
for showing, you cen usually get it to open nicely by bringing it into the
house the day before tho show and placing it in luke warm water. You must be
sure though that it is showing color before you cut it. If the buds are tight
when you bring it in the color will not be as good ag it should be, in any event
you can nearly always tell by looking et the buds if they can be forced in time
to be shown. If your blossoms are freshly opened or in the process of opening,
cut them, label them and place them in e deep container about cne fourth full
of cold water and store them in your basement overnight. As iris are very fragile
you must be exceedingly cersful in transporting them to the showe After you got
your bloom stalks down to the show you will find it helps to wad & little tissue
pasper around the top of the milk bottle, This prevents the stalk from leaning
end perhaps being damaged before it is judged. Incidentally, your entries must
be in place and reedy for judging by 10:30 AM. on the first day of the show, No
entries will be anccepted after that times and the only perscns permitted in the
exhibition during the judging will be the judges, their clerks and the show ofe
ficiels.

FEERRREEXEESE
Luck
Little is the luck I've had,
And oh, 'tis comfort amall
To think that many another lad
Has had no luck at all.

A.E.Houseman
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Dont forget the next meeoting! Thursdsy, May 20th, at Rutherfords, 8:00 FM.
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Twin ecty is :Socisty

Dear Member:

This brief note is to advise you that the annual Iris show
of the Twin City Iris Society will be held on Saturday and Sun-
day, June 12th and 13th, at the !iinneapolis Savings end Loan Assn.
Building, Marquette Ave. at Eighth St., liinneapolis.

Yie are enclosing an official show program and several name
tags with which t¢ identify your iris bloom stalks. Should you
need more tegs, they will be made awvailable to you upon your re-
quest at the show.

It is quite importent that all persons exhibiting in either
Section I (commercial or open class) or Section II (advenced ama-
tour class) contact liss Tracy of the liinnesota State Horticultural
Society, NEstor 4616, and advise her as to which of the classes
within the Section you intend exhibiting, your feilure to do how-
ever, will NOT disgualify you from showing. The purpose of regist-
ering is to enable idss Tracy to complete a lot of the neccessary
proiiminary work before the show. Exhibitors in all other Sections
may bring their flowers to the show without advance registration.

Bxhibitors are requested to use the side entrance on Marguette
Ave., Just Sonth of the entrance to the Camfield Hotel. This door
will be open for your convenience at 6:00 AN on the first day of
the shor and will remain open uatil 10,80 AM., There will also be
several people in ettendance during that period of time to assist
you in every vossible way, so if you have never shomn before, this
would be an excellent time to start.

Bottles will be furnished for all horticultural exhibits,
arrangement classes however, must furnish their own containers as
specified in the rules.

e have had & "sneak" preview of the ribbons and trophies
that will be awarded ond in our estimation they are really and
truly worthy of your most diligent efforts. In addition to the
ribbons end trophies, iris rhizomes will be awarded to first and
second prize winnors ia Section II, and to all prize winners in
Section IIl. Ows hard-working show chairman, }r Earl Haffott, has
informed us tha® everything is 4n "applie pie" order and that this
will be one cf our besv shews, but hastens to add thet no show can
be successful unless every one who has bloom stelks, exhibits them.
So let's all got behind Earl and make this tho best show ever.

In closing, we would like to teke this opportunity to wish you
the best of everything, and may ell your entries be adorned with
Blue Ribbons.

Very sincerely yours,

Edythe Burns, editor.



